
Three Decades of Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello Pianrosso A riveting, age-worthy Brunello with 
class, energy and longevity. On the 30th of August, Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona held its first vertical of the 
firm’s iconic Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso exclusively for kerinokeefe.com, from 1993 to the soon-to-be-
released 2019. It was a moving, memorable tasting and showed the dedication of the Bianchini family and the 
great vocation of the village of Castelnuovo dell’Abate. I was extremely impressed by the wines. Despite the 
different vintages, including the last two decades of challenging years, the product of climate change, the 
estate’s classically crafted Brunellos all showed a family resemblance. They have body, structure and elegance 
that beautifully encapsulate the gentle hand of Paolo Bianchini and since 2015 also his son Alex, and their 
desire to produce terroir-driven Brunellos with personality, flair and finesse. Read on to see how three decades 
of Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Monatalcino Pianrosso performed. The Estate Situated on the 
Southeastern slope of Montalcino near the medieval hamlet of Castelnuovo dell’Abate and the 11 th  century 
Abbey of Sant’Antimo, in one of the most beautiful corners of Montalcino, the Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 
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estate makes classically crafted, mesmerizing Brunellos. The property extends over 220ha including nearly 60ha 
of vineyards, 43 of which are dedicated to Sangiovese. Set in an open valley among rolling vine-covered hills 
and olives groves, it also boasts a breathtaking view of Mont Amiata. Vineyards here benefit from the southwest 
exposures, constant breezes and a mild micro-climate. Run by brother and sister team Paolo and Lucia 
Bianchini, the firm has long made some of my top scoring wines from the denomination. Paolo, who follows the 
vineyards and the cellars and Lucia, who runs the administrative side of the company, are joined by Paolo’s 
children Alex and Ester. Alex works with Paolo on the production side and in the vineyards while Ester is in 
charge of public relations and marketing. The firm, which has been certified organic in the vineyards starting 
with the 2021 vintage, makes three Brunellos: the Annata, the single-vineyard Pianrosso and the Vigna di 
Pianrosso Riserva Santa Caterina d’Oro made exclusively in outstanding vintages. It also makes two Rosso di 
Montalcino, the Annata and Rossofonte, the denomination’s first single-vineyard Rosso di Montalcino. It also 
makes three Toscana IGTs. Pianrosso If the estate’s fantastic Brunello Annata or straight Brunello is its calling 
card, the consistently captivating Pianrosso is Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona’s most representative wine thanks to 
its great depth and concentration tempered by finesse. Paolo and Lucia’s late father Giuseppe, who inherited 
the estate in 1985 from the Countess Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona and had long been her estate manager, 
immediately realized the exceptional quality of the grapes from the Pianrosso vineyard. In 1990 he decided to 
vinify and bottle the site’s grapes apart, making it one of the first single-vineyard Brunellos in the denomination. 
Located 240-360m above sea level, soils in the 11.69ha Pianrosso vineyard hail from the Eocene epoch and 
consist predominately of marls and some flaky schist with iron-rich red soils beneath. Pianrosso is fermented in 
steel, with fermentation and maceration lasting on average 35 days. It’s then aged for three years in Slavonian 
casks, one year more than the straight Brunello, followed by at least eight months of bottle age before release. 
The results are a riveting, age-worthy Brunello with class, energy and longevity. On average, the firm makes 
about 40,000 bottles of Brunello Pianrosso annually. To ensure only top quality, the firm didn’t make it in 2002, 
2005, 2009, 2011 and 2014. Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 1993 – 2019:   93 
Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 1993 Garnet with brick reflections, the thirty-year 
old Pianrosso has aged gracefully. It has classic aromas of aged Brunello, including forest floor, carob, tar, 
eucalyptus and flint. The palate is even more expressive, with dried cherry, tart pomegranate, orange zest, salty 
mineral and the same carob note as the nose. It has silky, buffed tannins and surprising freshness. Incredible 
for 30. Drink. Abv: 14% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 90 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello 
di Montalcino Pianrosso 1995 Though younger, the 1995 Pianrosso appears older than the 1993, showing notes 
of marsala, tar, zabaglione, grilled herb and menthol before a salty finish. While at its limit and definitely time to 
drink, it’s still sound at age twenty-eight. Drink. Abv: 14% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 96 
Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 1996 The 1996 Pianrosso is radiant, with bright 
acidity that lifts dried cherry, hazelnut, flinty mineral, blood orange and tar notes. It’s also incredibly smooth, 
with polished tannins. Still youthful with years to go. A fabulous showing. Drink through 2031. Abv: 14% Kerin 
O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 94 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 
1997 Aromas of underbrush, dried cherry and flinty mineral carry over to the smooth, enveloping palate along 
with prune, dried mint and a dollop of vanilla. Burnished tannins provide supple support and it’s still 
surprisingly fresh. Drink. Abv: 14% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 97 Ciacci Piccolomini 
d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 1999 The 1999 Pianrosso is utterly delicious, boasting a backbone 
of velvety tannins that seamlessly support ripe Morello cherry, baking spice, licorice and tobacco. It’s elegant 
and well balanced with the complexity of an aged wine but it’s also vibrant, smooth and intense. A stellar 
showing from an excellent vintage. Drink through 2034. Abv: 14% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 
©kerinokeefe.com 92 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2000 From a hot vintage, 
this has aromas and flavors of leather, prune, dried cherry, tar and camphor. It’s rather evolved but still offers a 
few more years of drinking pleasure. Best through 2025. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 
©kerinokeefe.com 98 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2001 Showing much 
younger than the 2000, the 2001 Pianrosso is exceptionally fragrant, with enticing scents of baking spice, 



pressed rose petal, menthol and new leather. It’s also delicious, delivering dried cherry, licorice, tobacco and 
nutmeg wrapped up in smooth, tightly-woven tannins. Fresh acidity keeps it bright and balanced. Drink through 
2036 Abv: 14% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di 
Montalcino Pianrosso 2003 This was the surprise of the vertical. Nothing cooked or tired about this full-bodied 
beauty despite the scorching vintage that heralded the beginning of climate change. It’s velvety, enveloping and 
shockingly fresh, with sensations of ripe cherry, pipe tobacco, flint and forest floor as well as licorice, orange 
zest and hints of carob. Drink through 2028. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 
Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2004 The 2004 Pianrosso wows with aromas of 
baked plum, violet, pine forest and underbrush. Rich and juicy, the palate shows a restrained elegance, offering 
black cherry, carob, dried mint and saline mineral notes set against a backdrop of smooth but still taut tannins. 
Fresh acidity keeps lifted. Drink through 2029. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 
Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2006 Aromas of forest floor, star anise and 
camphor carry through to the full-bodied palate along with dried cherry, licorice and tobacco. Fresh acidity and 
tightly-woven, close-grained tannins provide firm support. Still taut and tense. Drink through 2031. Abv: 14.5% 
Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 92 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino 
Pianrosso 2007 From another extremely hot, dry vintage, this opens with aromas recalling Mediterranean 
scrub, crushed mint, red currant and prune. Full-bodied and concentrated, the palate features dried cherry, 
carob, licorice and the same prune note as the nose. It’s reached is peak and should be enjoyed soon to capture 
the balance of fruit, freshness and complexity. Drink. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 
94 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2008 All about elegance, the 2008 Pianrosso 
is fragrant, with floral aromas of violet and pressed rose that mingle with new leather and camphor. On the full-
bodied palate, refined tannins accompany dried cherry, blood orange, baking spice and licorice before a saline 
close. It’s already accessible but will age well for several years or more. Drink through 2033. Abv: 14.5% Kerin 
O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 
2010 This is just beautiful, with aromas of forest floor, violet and perfumed berry. On the full-bodied palate, 
enveloping, velvety tannins wrap around dried cherry, licorice, hazelnut and balsamic notes of menthol. Fresh 
acidity keeps it balanced. Drink through 2030. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 
Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2012 Aromas recalling red berry, forest floor, 
camphor and dog rose come to the forefront on the 2012 Pianrosso. Full-bodied and firm, the delicious, velvety 
palate shows spiced cranberry, blood orange and licorice before closing on a note of almond liqueur. Drink 
through 2032. Abv: 15% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 98 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona 
Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2013 Showing great elegance and structure, the dazzling 2013 Pianrosso has 
aromas of violet, tilled earth, crushed berry, truffle and spice. Delicious and full-bodied, the palate features 
succulent black cherry, raspberry compote and tobacco before finishing on a soothing licorice note. Tightly 
woven, polished tannins and bright acidity keep it well balanced. It’s aging beautifully. Drink through 2033. Abv: 
15% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 98 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino 
Pianrosso  2015 The compelling 2015 Pianrosso opens with classic aromas of new leather, underbrush, baking 
spice and mint. On the full-bodied, elegantly structured palate, enveloping, velvety tannins accompany dried 
cherry, raspberry compote, spiced cranberry, truffle and vanilla before a pipe tobacco close. Fresh acidity 
provides excellent balance. What a beauty. Drink 2025–2038. 98 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di 
Montalcino Pianrosso 2016 Delicious, full-bodied and boasting a weightless finesse, the 2016 Pianrosso is 
absolutely gorgeous, starting with its enticing aromas of red berry, tobacco, dog rose and eucalyptus. Smooth, 
concentrated and elegant, the palate delivers crushed raspberries, liquor-soaked cherries, blood oranges and 
licorice framed in tightly-woven, velvety tannins. Fresh acidity keeps it balanced. Drink 2025–2036. Abv: 15% 
Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 95 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino 
Pianrosso 2017 Aromas of graphite and ripe dark-skinned berry mingle with new leather and eucalyptus. On 
the polished, savory palate, taut, refined tannins accompany ripe raspberry, prune, dried cherry and hints of 
almond liqueur. Drink through 2032. Abv: 15% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 98 Ciacci 



Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino Pianrosso 2018 The impressive 2018 Pianrosso opens with classic 
aromas of new leather, underbrush, baking spice and mint. On the full-bodied, elegantly structured palate, 
enveloping, velvety tannins accompany dried cherry, raspberry compote, spiced cranberry, truffle and vanilla 
before a pipe tobacco close. Fresh acidity provides excellent balance. Drink 2025–2038. A superb wine. Abv: 
14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com 100 Ciacci Piccolomini d’Aragona Brunello di Montalcino 
Pianrosso 2019 Boasting great depth and extreme elegance, the drop-dead gorgeous Ciacci Piccolomini 
d’Aragona Pianrosso delivers crushed raspberry, succulent Morello cherry, star anise and crushed mint flavors 
while aromas of eucalyptus, wild rose, new leather and forest floor continuously lift out of the glass. It’s a 
smooth, stunning wine, with taut, fine-grained tannins and fresh acidity that lend great aging potential and 
energy. Absolutely stunning. Drink 2029–2044. Abv: 14.5% Kerin O’Keefe October 2023 ©kerinokeefe.com
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